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We speak of reaching the unreached, And that is a problem,
- to reach the unreached. I believe that the Kegro understands.
the egro best. He knows more about him than the white man,
This unreached Ne~ro is not at the churches, he is not at the
evening meetings for study. In a meeting that means something
for the uplifting of the race, he is not, and we can't get him any
more than the white man can get him. He belongs in that
meeting and hould be there, but we can't get him there any more
than you can. You say the egro is iernorant and we must
teach him, Ye, but along with that, we~eed to give attention
to the problem of how to get the white people of this country to,
k~ow the good thing that the Negro i doing, a well a the bad
thlllg, ~he new. papers give an account of the bad things only"
and there I no way under heaven, it eems, for bim to know about
the good things that the egro is doing. They don't come into
our churche ,unle they come to preach. They dO'not co~e
to our chool and other meetings, except for ome defilllte
purpo e.

. Ought it no~ to be known in this country that there are institu­
tions of learnlllg that the Jegro i fo terinD' out of hi own
pocket? You talk about interest in study. If there is any cla So

of people who has an interest in education it i the NeD'ro.
He ha the wish within him. If you get th~ wi h within him r
you need not worry about it.

Tell the Good Things Negroes are Doing

emancipation there were teacher~, and even thougl~ they could
not write they could teach a little and read a lIttle, They
couldn't write enough to write an intelligent letter, :Jvr,v father
had a letter he wanted to have read, and he ,vent to a man and
worked for him one day and a half. to get him to read his letter,
and he rejoiced that he had it done 0 cheapl,\'.

The Negro wa. not prepared at the ,time of his emancip~tion

to receive professional training, He dId not have a profes IOnal
mind, He had to be taught the simple t things in the si~plest

way, We should ble God that he has grmm to be any kll1d of
a man,

God Made the Negro as He Was

Now in laverv. God made the Negro as he was, He was not,
therefore, prepa;ed for the white man's methods of ,wo~· hip, and
the white man's methods of work. and so God led him III the wa,\'
He had mapped out. I believe that it was God's method of
teaching him, and since He could not teach him His word. He
taught him what He could, I believe that through all the e
thing God brought him to the place He had mapped out. I
believe that God used the men of tho e da\'s. used the senant.
and the drivers and aU, to make leaders fo; the time He had ct
apart for their freedom,

Pres, R, T, Pollard

The Present Needs of the Negro
Rev. R. T. Pollard, D.D.

President Selma University, Selma, Ala. At Clifton Conference,
AUlfult 19. 1908

Negroes in Slavery Days

I ha \,(, h('en to matl\' of these men and. aid to Ihem, "What did
you do durillg' slan>r,\:? ,. lIe says. "J drov my mast r' carriage
to chul'('h nnd lislen d to lhe preacher." An Iher say h wa
a housl' S('I'\'anl. .\nother was a X gro driver, 01' omething of
thaI kind, Th('y w('re plac'ed in :ome responsible po, ition,
And now, friends, say what you ('an about lhe Negro, he wa
given places of responsibility. and it IU1$ mad, him have a
hope for .omething in the fulure. The,\' arc now a, piring as
they n WI' would have a:pired otherwi , You put upon
them in sla\'ery the obedience of la\\' without the help to xecute
law.

}l\' falher was one of tho. e Xcwo drivers, H is an old man
now: ninct:'-hW year' of age, .oon after eman ipation, he
went out and comfJlenc d organizing a ociations, I hav 0

little knowledge of la\'ery my, elf, that I can only remember a
few thing that took place durirw . laver),. Yery oon after

I A\[ \"('1'\' anxious. and J am :url' we are all vel'y anxious to
havl' til(: past and the present condition of Ihe negro plac~d
plainly and truly h('[ore these 1\orlher~l an~1 ~uthern .wLlIte

friends. ,so that the\' nUl\' understand tile sltuahon JU t < It wa
and jusl as it i,. -' at I~a l. from the Negro's tandpoint. and I

desire to ask you to let me peak from
nl\' hea1'1.

'J n the addres vesterdm'. delivered
h:' :\[1', Broughton: referen~ewas made
to the fael that dllriner lavery there was,

no provision made for the Jegro's
education 01' religiou training; but I
want to call attention to one thing that
I ha\'e found by actual inquiry and
inwstigation. that there wa a kind of
training of the Negro during lavery. If
YOU will ob 'erve that the preachers, the
~arl:' ~egro preachers and those who
afterward erot ahead first and came to
position of authority, were either hou e
el'\'anl.. o\'er.eer . or Negro driver ,or

somebody conneded with and placed in a respon ible po, ition,
YOU will s('e that he imbibed the idea of labor and a kind of
iraining that he received he 'au, e of that re pon ibility, and he
went out to establi. h and organize the 'e Xeffro churches.

62


